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Our Mission Statement 
 
 

St. Augustine's Church is an open and accepting community of Christians 

enthusiastic in love and prayer, 

warm in sharing God's gifts with one another, 

excited about education, 

and devoted to helping those in spiritual or material need around us. 

Our heritage and future are intertwined with the University of Rhode Island next door. 
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A Prayer for Guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracious God of unchanging power and eternal light, 

Mother and Father of us all, 

we ask for your loving presence to guide us 

as we seek the next priest and partner in ministry for St. Augustine’s Church. 

 

 

Grant us grace and courage to be your church for a new day. 

May we have discerning hearts, 

clear minds 

and an open spirit, 

so that we may recognize your will for us in a changing world. 

 

 

Lead us, we pray, 

to a rector who will care for our people 

and equip us for the work you would have us do in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Amen 
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An Invitation to St. Augustine’s 
 

 
 

Welcome to our home at St. Augustine’s Church! 

 

We are a small, loving, informal community with a strong sense of Christian fellowship.  Our welcoming spirit 

and our care and acceptance of one another has created a special family over the years.  We have a firm 

commitment to our parish that has kept us working together during this transition period.  Our prayerful 

worship services nurture and strengthen us as we take care of each other, our church home, and maintain our 

outreach programs to the community.  We enjoy sermons that are inspiring, frequently sparked with humor, 

and which lead us to a deeper understanding of the Gospel as it pertains to social justice and our concern for 

world events.  And we love to have fun and share good times together! 

 

Through this profile we invite you to get to know us.  We are located on Lower College Road at the main 

campus of the University of Rhode Island.  This Profile describes our church life and the community around us.  

But most importantly we hope that you come to know the spirit of our parishioners.  A former pastor wrote, 

“Everyone is a minister of the church, meaning that we are all called to care for one another, help others to 

pray, touch others with the healing Touch of Christ, teach the Gospel, reach out to persons in need, spread the 

Gospel.  The church is not the building, but the family.”  

 

Come join us as we continue on with this ministry! 
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Our Church Home 
 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church is located on approximately an acre of land on the border of the campus of 

the University of Rhode Island.  We have two main buildings consisting of the church and rectory.  The original 

section of the church, Canterbury House, was consecrated in 1956 with the chapel of St. Augustine on the 

upper level and Chapel Hall consisting of a kitchenette and conference room in the lower level.   

 

By 1983, more space was needed, and a new church building was constructed adjacent to and attached to 

Canterbury House.  The handicapped accessible sanctuary is on the upper level and is a post and beam design.  

Many of the current parishioners have fond memories of staining the beams and pounding nails during the 

construction period.  Below the sanctuary is Canterbury Hall offering a large meeting space for pot luck 

dinners, sales, church school, and a meeting space for groups such as AA.  This addition allowed the original 

upper level to be used as office space and a Godly Play room.  In the early 1990s, a campaign drive and a grant 

provided funds to renovate Chapel Hall with a new kitchen and meeting room.  

 

Built in 1960, the rectory is a raised ranch offering approximately 1,800 square feet of living space. It offers a 

large living room with fireplace and large windows overlooking the back yard, a fully-appliance galley kitchen 

and dining area, laundry/utility room, 4 bedrooms, and one and a half baths.  The grounds around the house 

and church have numerous flower beds and an extensive lawn area, with some of the outer edges of the 

property left in their natural state.  A memorial garden is located on the east side of a small stream which runs 

through the property.   

The heart of our home is the sanctuary which seats about 130 people.  The simple post and beam design with 

large clear windows offers a peaceful area for reflection and prayer.  The free-standing altar and chairs provide 

flexibility in seating arrangement.  For example, during Advent we face our furniture toward the east.   

 Like any home, our buildings must be maintained and we are grateful for the generosity of both time and 

pledges from our parishioners.  We hire a cleaning service, and our junior warden has been busy with many 

updates and repairs to both the rectory and the church.  An Eagle Boy Scout project cleared out overgrowth in 

the front of the church along with other landscaping work. 
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Parish Life  
 
The St. Augustine community is made up of a group of people who are faithful, energetic, and vibrant.  Many 
parishioners have been members of this community for decades and a significant number have longstanding 
connections and associations with the University of Rhode Island.  Beyond this camaraderie there is a 
universal welcoming for newcomers starting with a weekly announced welcome and invitation to join the 
coffee hour after both services. We have our coffee hour in the back of the sanctuary to encourage all to join 
in conversation.  Birthdays and anniversaries are listed on a calendar outside of the sanctuary and are 
remembered weekly in prayers of the people. Adjacent to that is a book of prayer requests and all are 
encouraged to add their prayer needs.  
 
On a broader scale, a monthly senior luncheon is held for parish members and is open to the community.  Our 
faithful volunteers usually serve about a dozen guests. We honor St. Francis at the Blessing of the Animals 
service around the time of his feast day. Barking, mewing, baa-ing and some clucking can be heard.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual Sustainable Potluck Dinner held each fall celebrates the harvest with dishes made from a variety of 
locally grown, fished, or foraged foods.  Traditionally there is a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, a potluck 
meal before our Annual Meeting, receptions after our Christmas Eve and the Easter Vigil Services.  Our major 
fund (and fun) raisers for this year and the past few years are a yard sale held in June and an annual chicken 
barbecue traditionally held in August.  Many hands are involved in both events and we have a lot of fun along 
with the hard work.   
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A Women’s Reading group has been meeting monthly for the past 20 years. This group includes members of 
the church along with community members. Books are chosen from members’ suggestions and cover a wide 
variety of topics. Meetings always begin with a potluck supper and are held at members' homes on a rotating 
basis.   
 
With our church situated on a sanctuary-like piece of land with naturalized gardens and clusters of trees, we 
have always felt a special kinship with God’s Creation.  From any worship service window, parishioners are 
presented with abundant beauty in every season.  In 2007 St. A’s stepped more formally into environmental 
stewardship by starting St. A’s Green Team.  We made a covenant with RI Interfaith Power and Light in 2008 to 
lighten our carbon footprint.  Goals included an energy audit,  educational programming on a church and 
community-wide basis, management of  a recycling program, promotion of energy efficient practices for 
church and home, the purchasing of “green energy”, the provision of a worm composting bin for plant waste, 
and information about environmental issues.   Our efforts to educate continue. 
 
Our very active and involved committees include Altar Guild, Hospitality, Pastoral Care, Congregational 
Development, Episcopal Charities, Finance and Budget, Education, Worship, Green Team, and of course 
Vestry.  Parish duties are cheerfully shared by all.   
 
This year we started two new fun events, Christmas Sweater Sunday before Christmas and Easter Bonnet 
Sunday on the Sunday after Easter.  Funky or beautiful, either is welcome!  All are encouraged to participate 
and to be creative if so moved.  Everyone who participates is asked to make a special donation. The Easter 
bonnet donation this year will go towards a scholarship to send a young person to camp at the Episcopal 
Conference Center this summer.  
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Our Vision for Our Future  
 

In May, 2012, our church family held an all-member meeting in which several discussion groups covered a few 

key questions regarding ideas and concerns for St. Augustine’s future.   

 

The following are the common threads that came out of that meeting:   

 We prefer our services to reflect the contemporary, informal, flexible style of our post and beam 
building.   
 

 We will continue to welcome all who enter our doors who are seeking a close relationship with Christ. 
 

 We are concerned about a “graying” parish.  We want to provide more services to young people and 
families. We know that to attract more young adults, we need to be open to change in our services – 
such as having an evening service – and to renew our efforts in trying new things. 
 

 To support our community, we will carry on with our outreach programs to our neighbors, the URI 
students, professors, and staff.  We need to go to them – and the campus is just next door!  We want 
to continue to share worship and activities with our neighboring Kingston churches around the 
campus, and collaborate on new programs and outreach activities.   

 

 We must continue to be visible in our personal ministry, realizing that our personal connections can 

make the most impact – both with our families’ and friends’ spiritual needs and with new growth as we 

bring these people into our church home. 

 

 We anticipate a continuing strong partnership between clergy and parishioners. We hope to continue 

worship services and education programs that provide inspiring, sometimes challenging (and 

humorous!) discussions on a variety of topics involving local, national, and world events.   

 

 We look forward to increased opportunities for spiritual growth, and growth in our knowledge of the 

Bible. 

 

 Last, but certainly not least, we will remember to care for one another.  

We hope that with our welcoming, flexible, caring spirit and openness to change, we will grow our parish and 

serve more of the community. 
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What we seek in our next rector  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At our all-member parish meeting, we discussed the characteristics we would like to see in our next rector.  
We are looking for a pastor who  
 

 will partner with and challenge us to implement our vision 

 will continue to uphold and promote a strong partnership with the laity  

 will encourage the ongoing development of our lay ministries  

 is grounded in Scripture, 

 is a good speaker and storyteller 

 is able to relate scripture to current events. 

 is open to and supportive of change  

 will provide pastoral care to all of our parishioners 

 has a sense of humor 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



11 
 

Worship and Liturgy  

 
At St. Augustine’s, we worship in the tradition of the Episcopal Church.  Our 

beautiful post and beam church structure invites all people to come into our 

house of prayer to reflect, celebrate, and rejoice in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 

gather together each Sunday as one body to renew our faith and to connect 

with our fellow parishioners and community. 

Sunday services and liturgies celebrate the mass with the use of The 1979 

Book of Common Prayer.  Our first morning service is at 8:00 a.m. and is a 

quiet and reflective worship service of approximately 20 parishioners who 

follow the Rite II tradition.   At 9:00 a.m. there is coffee and an adult 

discussion group.  Topics are led by Lay Eucharistic Ministers, parishioners and 

invited guests.  

Our second morning service, at 10:00 a.m., is a Rite II service which is regularly attended by 25-40 parishioners 

with accompaniment by our music director and choir.  There are greeters, lay readers and chalice bearers at 

each service. Children are often asked to participate in the service, bringing the bread and wine to the altar, 

and extinguishing the candles.   Special prayer requests for prayer and healing and blessings are offered during 

the Prayers of the People.  A meditative pause often precedes the homily.  The Peace of the Lord is also a time 

of fellowship for this community of God.    It takes a few minutes.  Following the Peace, announcements are 

made about church news, upcoming events and programs offered for parishioners. Coffee and refreshments 

are provided after each service, allowing for everyone to catch up on family news and church business. Sunday 

school is available to elementary school age children at the 10:00 a.m. service. Childcare is provided at the 

10:00 a.m. service.  Children are invited to join their families in worship at all services, as well as after Sunday 

school during the Offertory and Eucharist.  

On special occasions, such as in the celebrations of Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter, and Pentecost, St. 

Augustine’s can see worshippers gather and take part in particular celebrations in His name.  For the minor 

feast days of the church, we celebrate with potluck/Holy Communion/discussion evenings.  

St. Augustine’s Church is a welcoming community of faith that provides fellowship and worship in an informal 

setting.  We invite everyone to join in prayer and thanksgiving in Christ’s name as we go out into the 

community and world to do His good work. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

Music at St. Augustine’s 

 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Join us at the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Service and sing along with our joyful choir.  Led by our 

music director, our small but powerful choir leads our parish through the singing of hymns and parts of the 

worship service each Sunday.  With the primary hymns coming from the 1982 Hymnal, our choir also draws 

our parishioners together with a collection of songs from other sources and denominations.  Our music ranges 

from the traditional to African Spiritual, from solemn to foot stomping.   

 

The music is accompanied by either a grand piano or a two-rank pipe organ.  St. Augustine’s was delighted and 

grateful for the generous donation of the organ by Diana-Norton Jackson and Leland Jackson, in memory of 

their parents. 

 

New members are always welcome to join our choir which rehearses weekly after the 10:00 service. 
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Outreach 

We often pray for God’s help in “doing the work He has given us to do”.  And so it is with St. Augustine’s 
Outreach Ministry. 
 
 The Johnnycake Center and Welcome House, both in Peace Dale and the W.A.R.M. Center in Westerly receive 
food contributions along with many volunteer hours from parishioners in the form of pledges from an annual 
Walk for Shelter, the W.A.R.M. Bowl-a-thon, and regular time spent at the Jonnycake Distribution Center.  
Many make monthly donations to the Shelter Utilities Fund which is channeled to our local shelters to assist 
largely in fuel bills for area families. 

 
For several years involvement with Habitat for Humanity has been an integral part 
of St. A’s outreach efforts.  Through “Faith Build”, a Habitat commitment made in 
conjunction with several area churches, both labor and funding resulted in new 
homes for a number of families.  Support for Habitat continues. 
 
The Senior Lunch program, hosted on a monthly basis, reaches out deliciously to 

parishioners and others from the community - of a “certain age” or merely a friend of a senior.  Guests are 
assured of a memorable meal and congenial company.  The only requirement is a good appetite. 
 
Environmental Stewardship efforts, facilitated by St. A’s Green Team, have provided forums for the larger 
community with climate change presentations and discussions beginning in 2007.  A “Burgers and Bulbs” (both 
CFL and daffodil type) event was held to promote energy efficient practices.  Church members have served on 
the Board of RI Interfaith Power and Light and initiated the diocesan wide environmental stewardship task 
force GreenWays. 
 
We have traditionally made efforts to welcome students and invite them to join us for various parts of our 
church life.   Between services on Sunday mornings over this past school year, church members cooked 
breakfast for any students interested in attending.  
 
AA has been meeting at the church for 37 years.  There are two meetings each week.  NA also meets weekly. 
  
During the last two growing seasons a community garden was established 
as a joint venture with St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea on land midway between our 
two churches.  The harvest has gone to St. Peter’s Food Pantry, Welcome 
House, and W.A.R.M. Center.  

 
The relationship between St. A’s and the Episcopal Conference Center is 
longstanding and highly valued.  A project during this past Lenten season 
focused on raising funds to send children to Camp for a week.  The 
collection netted enough money for 2 ½ campers.   
 
We go out into our community strengthened by God’s love, love that is 
expressed with determination, empathy, some innovation and often a 
healthy measure of humor. 
 
 



14 
 

The Surrounding Community 
 
St. Augustine's Church is located in the heart of historic Washington County (locally known as South County), in 
the picturesque old New England village of Kingston, on the edge of the beautiful campus of the University of 
Rhode Island. Most of the best beaches in RI are less than 30 minutes away, in the towns of Narragansett, 
South Kingstown and Charlestown. The state capitol of Providence, with its historic buildings, theaters, 
museums, art galleries, parks and gourmet restaurants is a 30 minute drive north. The popular tourist 
destination, Newport, is a 30 minute drive across the bay via 2 bridges with breath-taking views. Boston is 90 
minutes away, and New York City is a mere 3 hour drive to the southwest. 
 
South County is known for its achievement oriented education system. The close proximity to URI creates a 
vibrant intellectual community, and many parishioners have ties to URI.  Local residents also benefit from the 
many year-round events, programs and activities in this tourist-oriented community. 
 
Washington County, an 80 square mile area, has a population of 30,000, hence a low population density. It 
boasts a very low crime rate, and more than half of adult residents are college graduates. South County is a 
wonderful location for outdoor lovers. Narragansett Bay is 10 minutes to the east and, besides the state and 
local beaches, there are many lakes, ponds and rivers for swimming, fishing, and all kinds of boating. The 
surrounding area is largely rural and wooded, with many hiking and biking trails among the numerous small 
villages.  The longest bike trail runs from the Kingston Train Station through Peace Dale and Wakefield to near 
the beach in Narragansett. 
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St. Augustine’s Church  
A Brief History 

1956 – 2012 

 
by Robert Parker “Sparks” Sorlien 

with updates by Robert Ravenscroft and Roy Heaton 

 

Foreword 

The history of St. Augustine’s Church has been written many times in its first fifty years of existence.  Most of 

these efforts were the work of Robert “Sparks” Sorlien.  Sparks was a lay member of the Diocesan College 

Work Commission and was present that moonlit night when the College Work Commission visited the future 

site of St. Augustine’s.  His work can be found in the various histories written for church anniversaries and was 

used as the basis for the Parish Profiles.   

This version of St. Augustine’s history, updated for our fiftieth anniversary, is based on the church history 

published for our fortieth anniversary, which was adapted from the 1991 Parish Profile by Leslie Olsen.  

Additional adaptation of the material was done by members of the parish using the 1998 Parish Profile plus 

the many file folders of documents and notes left to the church by Sparks.  It is with heartfelt gratitude that 

we thank Sparks for not only being a Founding Father of St. Augustine’s, but also for his efforts at preserving 

the history and heritage of St. Augustine’s from its humble beginnings as the Canterbury Club at the University 

of Rhode Island to the existing church that we know today. 

Begotten and Made 

As a joyful and inspired experiment, St. Augustine’s Church, an Episcopal diocesan mission on the campus of 

Rhode Island’s state university, was both begotten and made.  It was begotten in 1954 in the minds of the 

diocesan College Work Commission, of the bishop, the Right Reverend John Seville Higgins, and of the 

archdeacon, the Very Reverend William Kite.  It was made by dozens and later hundreds of devoted Christian 

churchmen and women, lay and clerical. 

The diocese had long considered that Christian ministry in the Anglican tradition should be extended to the 

students, faculty, and staff at Rhode Island State College in Kingston. Since the 1920s the rectors of 

Wakefield’s Church of the Ascension had served the campus in Kingston. By 1950, when the State College 

changed its title and status to university, increased emphasis on this campus ministry seemed warranted. 

The Rev. W. Kilmer Sites, vicar of St. John’s, Saunderstown, was the first Episcopal 

Chaplain at the University of Rhode Island.  Under his able direction, the Canterbury 

Club was established and thrived.  Activities included weekly coffee hours, weekly 

formal meetings with presentations and discussions, Friday morning communions 

followed by breakfast, and a Sunday service.  Both a chapel and an office for Chaplain 

Sites were located in Quonset huts on campus.  With a growing demand for space along 
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with a typical lack of heat in the huts, the College Work Commission pursued a campus center for the 

Episcopal mission and the Canterbury Club.   

Moment of Birth 

The moment of birth occurred in the autumn of 1954, when the Rev. Sites was directed to find a suitable plot 

of land near the center of the campus.  A vacant lot at the corner of Bayberry and Lower College roads seemed 

promising.  Accordingly, on the moonlit night of October 13, the College Commission met at URI’s Memorial 

Union for supper, then trooped down to inspect the site.  Although it was overgrown with brush, weeds, and 

bullbriars, they agreed unanimously, with the Holy Spirit, “This is the place.” 

Consecration of the Chapel 

Construction of Canterbury House and St. Augustine’s Collegiate 

Chapel commenced in spring 1956.  A modified Tech-Built structure, 

construction proceeded quickly.  Landscape work was performed by 

Dr. Robert Bell of the URI Dept. of Agronomy.  Interior decorating 

was planned by Prof. Marion Fry of the URI Dept. of Textile and 

Clothing.  By summer, gifts began to pour in to furnish and equip the 

chapel and center. 

On September 23, Canterbury House was dedicated by Bishop Higgins in 

a joyful consecration.  A vicarage was authorized in August 1956, was 

“under roof” by September, and was ready for occupancy by the end of 

the year.  Diocesan approval for the double garage that now serves as a 

shed came in November 1958.   

 

Chaplain Sites was succeeded by Rev. Bayard “By” Hancock, our second vicar and 

chaplain, in September 1956.  During By’s tenure a lively and provocative Adult 

Discussion Group took shape, and Mrs. Hancock led St. A.’s outreach to the residents of 

the depressed shanty town on Sand Turn Road in West Kingston.  Thus began St. A.’s 

traditions of providing opportunities for inquiry and ministry. 

On February 9, 1959 the petition to become an organized mission was acted favorably 

upon by Diocesan Council.  Then on May 16, 1961, Diocesan Convention admitted St. 

Augustine’s into “union” with Convention.   

Academic Involvement at URI 

Bishop Higgins appointed the Rev. Everett H. Greene (affectionately known as “Rev Ev”) 

as our third vicar and chaplain in September 1960.  Father Greene effected close 

identification of the chaplain and the university by his official participation in its 

academic-administrative committees and in joint programs with the Christian 
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Association, as well as the URI marching band.  During his tenure, his wife Norma served as organist and 

played a leading role in acquiring a new organ. 

Chaplain Greene articulated the two-fold purpose of St. A.’s, to gather in Kingston an Episcopal congregation 

that would help support the campus ministry at URI when he wrote: 

On the University … campus, programming and the entire approach … are based on the concept that 

the committed, that is to say the members of the Church, recognizing their vocation and duty, become 

the core group of people whose mission is to present Christianity as fully as possible to the entire 

University community.  The Episcopal Church at the University of Rhode Island is the means whereby 

the Christian witness can take place on our campus. 

The John Hall Years 

Building on this foundation, St. A.’s fourth vicar and chaplain, the Rev. John Hall, 

gradually, during a twenty-four year period (1965-89), inspired, cajoled, and united our 

church family into a lively, active, expanding congregation devoted to Christian outreach, 

concern for peace and social justice, and individual growth in the Spirit.  Toward the end 

of his tenure, he was named an honorary Canon of the Cathedral.  His wife, Mary B, 

shared many talents with the parish, most particularly her gift for music in her 

conducting of the choir and her leadership of the folk mass music group. 

“Anglican Levity” and Good Works 

These pastors and a succession of ordained assistant vicar/chaplains have contributed to the spirit of fun that 

has marked the worship and other activities of St. A.’s. This tone of relaxed informality— aptly described as 

“Anglican levity” (in the best sense of the term)—has enhanced the loving faith and togetherness of St. A.’s 

family. Perhaps typical of such humor is the deliberate ambiguity in naming this church for both St. Augustine 

of Hippo and St. Augustine of Canterbury. 

Over the years, as part of our campus ministry, Canterbury House has served as theater, coffee house, food 

co-op, classroom, nursery school, meeting place for student groups and AA, shelter for the homeless, and 

center for counseling and Bible study. We housed the local Lutheran church during its formative years, hosted 

the Unitarian Universalist Church of South County, and have sometimes hosted the local Jewish congregation 

during Passover. 

A New Church Building 

In the 1980s, it became clear that to accommodate our continuing growth, 

the space for worship and other activities had to be doubled or even tripled.  

The result was a successful six-year pledge drive to finance a new church 

building, which was constructed adjacent to Canterbury House.  The ground 

breaking ceremonies (right) on March 6, 1983 were led by Bishop George 

Hunt.  During construction, members of the congregation stained the beams 

and the floor and did the necessary painting.  This post-and-beam edifice, 

lovely in its spacious simplicity, was consecrated by Bishop Hunt on 

November 6, 1983, a bag-piper leading the traditional procession. 
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In the fall of 1984, St. Augustine’s Bell was dedicated.  The bell, from the U.S.S. 

Cone, DD866, was procured by Sen. John Chafee, former Secretary of the Navy.  In 

September 1999, former Navy Signalman John Fiola, whose job on the ship 

included polishing the bell, visited St. A’s to reconnect with the bell.   

 

The following year, a connector to join Canterbury House and the adjacent new 

church building was begun.  Finishing work on the interior was still being completed 

in 1988.  On Sunday, November 3, 1985 the cross on the bell tower was installed 

and dedicated.  The cross was a gift from Christ the King Church of Kingston.  It was 

built and installed by Robert Richardson.  The dedicatory prayers were offered by 

Rev. Hall and Rev. Joseph Creedon, Pastor of Christ the King. 

The year 1986 saw the first Great Vigil of Easter with the Lutherans of Good 

Shepherd Church, a tradition that still continues in 2012. 

Two significant milestones were reached in 1986.  Besides being the thirtieth anniversary of St. Augustine’s, it 

was also a significant year for one of the original church members.  Dr. Robert “Sparks” Sorlien, who was an 

active member of the College Work Commission that worked to establish St. A.’s, retired as a professor from 

the University of Rhode Island.  In honor of his retirement and his more than thirty years of service to the 

church, Sparks was proclaimed “a Patriarch, a Founding Father, and Poet Laureate of Saint Augustine’s 

Church.” 

During the 24 years of John Hall’s tenure, the congregation grew in size, the worship space was dramatically 

expanded, and the relationship with the University evolved.  In the 1960s and 1970s, the Rev. Hall maintained 

an active presence on the campus, teaching courses, participating in campus events, and maintaining an office 

in the campus center.  Rev. Hall had a strong and active collaboration with the other University Chaplains.  And 

as time passed, the interest of the student population in attending church seemed to diminish. 

During this time, Rev Hall was officially a part-time priest, and a part-time University Chaplain, and St. 

Augustine’s Church was a mission of the Diocese.  As such, it received financial support from the Diocese to 

support the Chaplaincy.   

The 1990s 

The Rev. John Hall moved on to other ministries in the Diocese of Rhode Island at the end 

of 1989.  In September 1991, the Rev. Norman MacLeod III began his ministry as our fifth 

vicar and chaplain.  Because of Father Norman’s theatre training in his student years, 

parishioners were often treated to a dramatic but at the same time thoughtfully edifying 

sermon.  As a result of his efforts, St. Augustine’s was dedicated as the Episcopal Center at 

the University of Rhode Island on September 23, 1992. 

St. Augustine’s undertook a capital campaign in 1995 to raise funds to renovate the 

downstairs part of the original building, known as Chapel Hall, to include a new kitchen and a meeting area.  

On the Sunday after All Saints’ Day, November 3, 1996, Bishop Wolf made her first official visit to St. 

Augustine’s to dedicate the new Chapel Hall and to celebrate forty years of consecrated ministry at St. A.’s.  

The new kitchen was designed to be large enough to allow for food-preparation on a substantial scale, with 
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facilities acceptable to the state Health Department for feeding groups of people, and for years, the kitchen 

was a food-preparation center for a group of local churches that jointly operated a soup-kitchen for local 

homeless people.   

During the years with Rev. McLeod, the church continued to grow, and evolved into a community with large 

numbers of children in the Sunday school.  The annual Christmas Pageant was a major community event – a 

logistical challenge for the teachers, and a time of great excitement for the children and their parents.  There 

were many memorable performances.   

Also, during these years, the role of the chaplaincy was gradually abandoned.  The church’s office on campus 

was closed, and Rev. McLeod became a full-time parish priest with some presence on the campus.  The 

designation of the church as the Episcopal Center was a way of recognizing that whatever role the church 

might have at URI, it would be operating out of the church itself, and not somewhere on the campus.  And, 

during this time, the Diocese announced the intention to reduce or eliminate the financial support the church 

had been receiving for work at the University.   

The New Millennium – A Time of Change 

The Rev. MacLeod left St. A.’s in 1997.  As part of the self-study process for the Parish Profile, a goal was set to 

“work toward achieving full parish status.”  Addressing campus ministry, it was decided that “any Chaplaincy 

at URI will benefit from the support and nourishment of a growing, vital and self-supporting parish, but should 

not be a significant responsibility of our new Vicar.” 

In 2000, the Rev. Dr. Jennifer Phillips began her ministry as our sixth vicar.  Her 

academically styled sermons made her a good fit for those in the parish with strong 

academic ties.  Jennifer was the first vicar not shared as a paid chaplain with URI.  

Instead, she served as a volunteer Chaplain Associate, working on events and 

activities with the other University Chaplains, and serving on University administrative 

committees.  With the Diocese ending major financial support for campus ministries, 

an on campus Episcopal presence at URI was maintained by Jennifer and volunteer 

activities by parishioners.  St. A’s attracts some URI students who are warmly 

welcomed and made to feel at home among us.   

During the years that the Rev. Phillips was with us, the church gained official parish status in 2006; it is no 

longer a mission.  As such, St Augustine’s is now led by a vestry, and not by a “Bishop’s Committee” as it had 

been since its inception.  Although the Bishop’s Committee had always acted in the same manner as a vestry, 

final authority had always rested with the Bishop.   

During this time, our congregation decreased in size, with the departure of families with children being the 

most salient change.  What had been a large Sunday school population shrank to only 2-3 children.  In spite of 

valiant efforts on the part of the Rev. Phillips, and other members of the congregation, the size of the parish 

has remained smaller than we prefer.  Although we have consistently ranked near the top in amount of pledge 

per pledging unit within the Diocese, the financial strength of the church decreased, and after several years of 

operation in the red, the church could no longer afford the salary for Rev. Phillips.  In July 2011, with great 

sadness, she left the community for a full-time ministry in a church in New Mexico.   
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From August 2011 to August 2012, we were served by several supply priests, with the majority of the year 

covered by the Rev. Nancy Willis and the Rev. David Brown.  As of September 2012, St. Augustine’s has hired 

the Rev. David Dobbins, Jr. as our part-time priest in charge with right to call. 
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Our Finances 

        
Budget 

 
Operating Revenue 

  
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 
     Pledge Payments 

  
 $  119,824   $  137,521   $  131,510   $ 134,387   $ 115,000  

 
     Plate Offering 

  
2,860   3,247  2,777  4,667           3,720  

 
     Fund Raising - Net 

  
 4,165  3,682   3,558  3,348           3,348  

 
     Endowment & Oper. Int. Income           5,255            4,499            2,502           2,229  1,852  

 
     Building Use 

  
          1,802            1,640            1,860  1,545           1,530  

 
     Other, Unrestr.  Mem. and Desig. Gifts           7,653            5,977            8,725  7,159         14,333  

 
     Transfer from Plant Funds 

 
                  -                    -  2,225  -  5,744  

 

 
      Total Revenue 

 
 $  141,559   $  156,566   $  153,157   $ 153,335   $ 145,527  

 
         

Operating Expenses 
       

 
     Clergy and Worship 

 
 $    76,770   $    77,968   $    79,363   $   57,370   $   50,006  

 
     Music 

   
          7,451  12,271  11,854         12,244         12,984  

 
     Office 

   
       18,079  18,756  17,115         16,761         20,615  

 
     Apportionment & Outreach 

 
24,747  27,103  25,830         26,404         25,787  

 
     Parish Life, Edu, Children & Search           2,210            2,487            2,139           2,933         10,743  

 
     Property 

  
       23,657  24,652  23,892         26,533         26,906  

 

 
     Total Expenses 

 
 $  152,914   $  163,237   $  160,193   $ 142,245   $ 147,041  

 

    
          

 
Excess or (Deficit) of Revenue over Expense  $  (11,355)  $    (6,671)  $    (7,036)  $   11,090   $   (1,514) 

 

         
 

Clergy FTE's 
  

            1.00              1.00              1.00  0.67             0.33  
 

         
 

     
 Summary Balance Sheet 

 
 

  
December 31st     2008 2009 2010 2011 

 
 

 
Cash and CD's 

 
 $  120,104   $  111,471   $    98,960   $ 103,785  

 
 

 
Helen W. Spaulding Endowment        30,348  35,525  36,503         36,024  

 
 

 
     Total Assets 

 
 $  150,452   $  146,996   $  135,463   $ 139,809  

 
 

         
 

 
Notes Payable & Prepaid Pledges  $      5,739   $      1,150   $          500   $         600  

 
 

 
Restricted Endowment Fund Bal.        30,348  35,525  36,503         36,024  

 
 

 
Restr. - Plant Fund Bal.           1,500            7,288            6,799                    -  

 
 

 
Other Restr. Fund Bal. 

 
       19,733  12,626            8,485           8,435  

 
 

 
Unrestricted Fund Balance        93,132  

        
90,407  

        
83,176  

        
94,750  

 

 

 
      Total Liabilities & Fund Bal.  $  150,452   $  146,996   $  135,463  

 $  
139,809  

 

 

         
 

     
Operating and Plant Fund Stewardship 

 
Operating Pledges 

  
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 
Pledges Made 

  
 $  111,924   $  131,464   $  129,778   $ 126,849   $ 113,444  

 
Number of Pledges Made 

 
               56  63  63                58                 49  

 
Actual Pledge Income + Regular Donors  $  119,824   $  137,521   $  131,510   $ 134,387   $              -  

 

         
 

Restricted Plant Fund Pledges 
      

 
Pledges Made 

  
 $      6,670   $      7,000   $      9,280   $      5,085   $      5,744  

 
Number of Pledges Made 

 
               10  4  19                21                 19  
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Our Leadership  

Staff  

The Rev. David Dobbins, Priest-in-Charge  

Shelley Dziedzic, Parish Secretary 

Ed Seaholm, Music Director  

 

Vestry 

David Masse, Senior Warden (2014) 

Susan Stover, Junior Warden (2013) 

Nancy Gavitt, Clerk (2014)  

Jane Grenier, Treasurer (2012) 

Richard Hathaway, Assistant Treasurer (2012) 

Carolyn Davis (2013)  

Elinor Schneider (2013) 

Carol Berggren (2014) 

Jane Bates (2015) 

Amy Tully (2015) 

Leland Jackson (2014) 

 

Self-Study Committee  

Carol Berggren    

 Judi Betty             

Carolyn Davis, Chairperson     

Kathie Gibson       

Dick Hathaway     

Roy Heaton          

Carol Miro              

Marianna Richardson     

David Terry          

 

 

Ministries 

Fran Noring, Altar Guild  

Ed Seaholm & Fran Noring, Worship & Liturgy  

Nancy Hampton Beeley, Intercessor & Lay 
Eucharistic Minister 

Deb Skaradzinski, Hospitality 

Carol Miro & Marianna Richardson, Pastoral Care  

Dwight Giles, URI Chapel Liaison  

Kathie Gibson, Godly Play  

Roy Heaton & Eric Roberts, Sunday School  

Emily Boardman, Nursery and Child Care 

Arthur “Zeke” Olsen, Habitat Team 

Kathie Gibson, Green Team 

Elinor Schneider & Deb Savasta, Prayer Chain  

Dick Hathaway, Adult Education  

David Terry, Stewardship 

Nancy Brown, Episcopal Charities   

 
 

 
Ubuntu is an African ethic or humanist 
philosophy focusing on people's allegiances and 
relations with each other. 

 

 



 
 

THE SHAPE OF GRACE 

- Elinor Schneider-  

O God,  

I do not find 

The shape of grace 

In scholarly dissertations 

Traced. 

You come, as when you walked 

The dusty roads of Galilee,  

In simple human ways.   

A touch, a smile,  

A warm embrace.  

A friend who sends 

A card 

Because she knows 

I’ve wrestled hard 

To shape my heart 

Upon the image 

Of your love. 

In her concern 

Your Grace became 

Gospel Incarnate. 

How quietly,  

How swiftly,  

In simple human ways,  

You come 


