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Annual Meeting Agenda 

 

 

Opening Prayer and Call to Order 

Reading of the Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting 

Vestry Nominations and Elections 

Vicar’s Report and Remarks – The Rev. W. David Dobbins, Jr. 

Senior Warden’s Report – David Masse 

Junior Warden’s Report – Roy Heaton 

Stewardship Report – David Terry 

Treasurer’s Report – Jane Grenier 

Finance Committee Report – David Terry 

Reports of the Parish Ministries 

Other Business/Discussion 

Closing Prayer and Adjournment  
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St Augustine’s Church 

Minutes of Annual Meeting January 26, 2014 

 

Attending were about 40 members.  Sign in sheet passed around. 

Call to Order by Dave Masse, senior warden  

Opening Prayer led by Carol Berggren 

Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting:  motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes 

as written.  All were in favor.  

Vestry Nominations and Elections: Dave Masse presented the nominations:  

Sr Warden: Dave Masse, term expires 2017. 

Jr. Warden:  Roy Heaton who will complete Sue Stover’s term which ends 2016. 

Clerk:  Marianna Richardson, term expires 2017 

Members-at-large:  Mary Walsh, term expires 2017; Carol Berggren to serve again, term 

expires 2017 

Another person is needed to complete Marianna’s term.  Steve Garnet volunteered, term 

expires 2016. 

A motion was made and seconded to elect the slate as presented.  All approved.   

Delegates to the Annual Diocesan Convention:  the same as last year:  Anne Ravenscroft and 

Carol Miro.  Alternates are:  Zeke Olsen and Kathie Gibson.  All approved. 

Clergy Report and Remarks: Rev. David Dobbins expressed his gratitude for everybody and 

singled out those that have served with him:  Ed Seaholm, music director, Shelley Dziedzic, 

parish administrator who retired this past week and Deacon Jan Grinnell who was instrumental 

in starting Feed A Friend.   

Shelley was honored at the January Senior Luncheon. She was here 13+ years.  To help us fill 

the vacancy, we have hired Kate O’Kula for 90 days to look at our office procedures, how the 

office participates in parish teams, use of social media, etc. She has many years of experience 

with non-profits and will put together a job description to help us when we advertise the 

vacancy. 
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Parishioner, Perry Jeffries has written a paper Recollections on 30 years of our building. 

Our URI connections seem to be leading us: working with the leadership of Cross Currents at 

URI to encourage its continuing presence at the University as a forum of faculty, staff and 

students who are exploring the confluence of spirituality and academia. Our involvement with 

the LGBTQ; maybe a Taize service [Jan Grinnell said it would be happening].            

David thanked the vestry members retiring: Leland Jackson, Nancy Gavitt, Sue Stover and her 

husband, Herb, who did so much work around the church for us. 

Deacon Jan Grinnell spoke:  she sees much energy in the diocese.  She likes the ministry, 

community and deep faith she sees here. 

Senior Warden’s Report:  Dave M thanked all.  He introduced the resolution that the vestry 

voted on at their last meeting:  for St A’s to petition the Bishop to move us back to Mission 

status.  Bishop Knisely had suggested this when he visited here in October; it would possibly 

open up some funding sources for us.  Our mission is to URI. 

There was much discussion about the effects of changing from church to parish. What would 

this mean:  Vestry becomes Bishop’s committee; Priest in charge serves at will of Bishop, not 

the parishioners.  Technically, the bishop could remove the vicar at any time, but that is true 

whether we are a church or mission. There is no transfer of property, the deed for our property 

is at the diocese.   

What influence would the diocese administration have on our operation?  David D said that 

Bishop Knisely has no interest in interfering with the running of the parish. In the past when we 

were a mission, we still acted independently.   

The canons regarding a mission were read to the parish.   

David D thinks our identity as a parish is more as a mission.  Becoming a mission would not 

change our apportionment. 

Dick Hathaway made a resolution that members present understand and support the actions of 

the vestry in requesting the Bishop to change our status to Mission congregation.  Motion 

seconded and all approved. 

Junior Warden’s report: Sue Stover thanked everyone for their help, especially with the 

building improvements; there was an overwhelming response for window donations.  We have 

signed a contract with National Grid to replace the light bulbs in the sanctuary with LEDs at a 

total cost to us of $700. Sue talked about her partnership with her husband Herb, working on 

projects at church. 
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Stewardship Report:  by Dave Terry. For 2014 we have 48 pledges totaling $103,000.  That is 

3 more pledges and $6000 more than last year.  We donated $2100 that was “pass through” 

money-it went out to other charities. 

Treasurer’s report:  by Jane Grenier:  Our 2013 budget was projected to have a $27,000 deficit 

but actual deficit was only $19,000.  The smaller deficit was due in part to unexpected income 

from the rental of church space for the Jonnycake Outpost and a large donation. 

Finance committee and 2014 Budget report: by Dave Terry: Operating income totals $135,500, 

while operating expenses are $145,000. 

We will have reduced office hours resulting in a small saving.  When the office is closed, there 

will be a phone messaging system that can be accessed remotely. 

One parishioner would like to have the church sanctuary unlocked so people can stop by and 

pray or meditate at any time.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the budget as presented.  All approved.  

The meeting closed with a prayer led by Carolyn Davis. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Gavitt, clerk 



8 

 

St. Augustine’s Bishop Committee and Delegates to Convention 

(Terms expire at the Annual meeting of Year Indicated) 

 

Officers 

Rector:  Rev David Dobbins 

Junior Warden:  Roy Heaton (2016) 

Assistant Treasurer (non-voting, Vestry Appointee): Jane Grenier (2016) 

 

At Large Vestry Member 

Carol Berggren (2017)   Marianna Richardson (2017) 

Mary Walsh (2017)    Stephen Garnett (2016) 

 

2015 Nominations 

 

Nominations for Bishop Committee Officers 

Senior Warden:  Carolyn Davis (2017) (filling unexpired term of David Masse) 

Treasurer:  Dick Hathaway (2018)  

Clerk:  Peg Rostrup:  (2017) (filling unexpired term of Marianna Richardson) 

 

Nominations for Bishop Committee At Large: 

JaNe Bates:  (2018)    Ellie McJunkins:  (2018) 

Richard Youngken:  (2016) (filling unexpired term of Carolyn Davis)   

Marianna Richardson (2018) 

 

Delegates to Convention: 

Carol Miro 

 

Alternate Delegates: 

Kathy Gibson         Zeke Olsen   Ann Hamm 
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Bishop’s Committee  
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Vicar’s Annual Report 

The Rev. David Dobbins 

 

By any measure this has been a joyful and expansive year for St. A’s.  

The flow of our life included the activities of about 50 teams—an astounding number given our 

average Sunday attendance being at about 60 individuals!  For the most part these teams 

have functioned with great energy and joy as we have let some annual events and activities 

transition or end to keep burn-out at bay.   The activities of the year are mostly chronicled in 

the annual reports that follow: the short version is that much has happened that is creative, 

beautiful and offered in the spirit of service to our neighbors.   

This year we accomplished two significant transitions: we returned again to mission status in 

the Diocese of Rhode Island, and the Bishop of Rhode Island appointed me as your Vicar.  We 

now have a Bishop’s Committee (instead of a Vestry); we are called a Mission or a Church 

(instead of a Parish) and have a Vicar (instead of a Rector).    

Programs in support of students—Feed a Friend, Taize, Liturgy to Go, and the Rhody Outpost 

Food Pantry in particular—caught the attention of the Diocesan and national Church media this 

past year.  Our Bishop Nicholas encouraged the Diocese to be supportive of our ministry to 

URI, and the response has been a generous one.  We benefited from a $15,000 

Congregational Development Grant that supports us into 2015, and we also are receiving 

$10,000 in support of the chaplaincy to URI as part of the 2015 Diocesan Budget.   These 

funds will allow us to continue our presence on campus, and engage a college student as an 

intern in support of our administration and communication teams. We also received grants that 

(1) allowed us to buy new food service equipment (including a new quiet freezer) and (2) will 

support renovations to allow those with mobility disabilities to have easier access to our 

facilities. 

Sad for us this year has been the loss of some beautiful and vital members through relocation 

and death.  The Rev. David and Carole Brown relocated to Connecticut to live with their 

daughter and son-in-law, and we miss them being among us.  David was a regular participant 

on Sunday mornings, shared in the leadership of the liturgy, and he and Carole encouraged 

and supported the Feast Eucharists and the development of “total ministry” at St. A’s—where 

the talents and passions of every member participate in defining and activating our mission 

and ministry.   

We lost Huie Chang, Bruce Dunham, and the Rev. Paul Bliss to death this year.  Each was a 

vital part of the life of St. Augustine’s, had contributed generously to the community, and is 



13 

 

sorely missed.  Huie’s family returned to St. Augustine’s for a memorial that was held within 

the context of our Sunday Service.  It was a lively and warm reunion of family and friends—

with much to remember of Huie’s devotion to students at URI and members at St. A’s.  Bruce 

Dunham’s death changed the fabric of our community (and our choir) and the service in his 

memory brought many from his family and from the URI community together with us to 

remember his humor and kindness.  The death of Bruce’s dear friend, The Rev. Paul Bliss, left 

another poignant gap in our hearts (and in the front row)—his commitment to being with us 

each Sunday (and at most mid-week gatherings) had been an increasing challenge for him 

over the past year.  We continue to adjust to life changed by the passing of these fine men, 

and we pray for their families.  

I am personally very grateful for the support and enjoyment that comes from working among 

you all, and I appreciate the openness and warmth that greets those new and old gathering 

with us at the Lord’s table.  Having the Venerable Jan Grinnell as a partner in this work is such 

a gift to me.  We have been blessed in having the Rev. John Hall and the Rev. Nancy Willis 

share in the leadership of the liturgies, and meeting with us regularly in support of the evolving 

ministry at St. A’s.   

 

And so we go forth in the Name of Christ! 

Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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Parish Worship Statistics 

 

 

      2013   2014 

Total persons attending worship  2,642   2897 

Total weekdays Eucharists       12       18 

Total private Eucharists          39 

Burials           1         2 

Total Active Baptized Members       104 

Others who are active          21 
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Senior Warden Report 

David Masse 

 

We began 2014 as year of transition.  We sure are used to that aren’t we?  It seems each year 

we face ever changing situations that affect our Christian community.  We deal with change so 

well almost embrace each challenge trusting in the Lord.  This year we transitioned from parish 

status back to a mission church.  This change allowed us to apply for and obtain grant money 

to defray the costs of our outreach to the greater community.  Our parish has worked hard and 

together this year along with our Vicar David and Deacon Jan to build on the foundation we 

have built the last few years.  

Our committees continue to function well guiding us along on our mission to plant the seeds of 

the future Christian community.  We have set records in attendance for our Feed a Friend 

program over past years.  The Rhody Outpost food pantry is now run by the URI students and 

we continue to forge a close friendship with the LGBTQ group by establishing St. A’s as a safe 

zone.  Also, in the model of the new emerging church we had a sermon prepared and 

delivered by a lay person. 

Our finances will always be a concern.  The grant money we obtained for the 2015 budget will 

help us continue our mission.  We continue to be the model for the diocese as how a mission 

church is run.  We are able to accomplish many things and what we focus on we do very well.  

I am very proud to be a part of St Augustine’s church.    

Special thanks to the Bishop’s committee, our Vicar David and Deacon Jan for much needed 

support and guidance.  Thank you to Ed our music director, and for our parishioner priests 

Nancy Wills and John Hall who we are lucky to have with us.   

Thank you for your support and guidance while serving as your Sr. Warden the last 4 years. 
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Junior Warden Report 

Roy Heaton 

In the past year, several significant projects got under way.   Among those that are more or 

less completed:   

The replacement of the big window high above the altar, and the repair of the wall that 
contains it.   

The railing besides the stairs going up to the front door was re-attached to its foundation 

Replacement of the door to the Rhody Outpost room.   

Repairs to the ramp from the parking lot to the upper doorway.   

Replacement of the old (noisy, power-hungry) freezer in the kitchen. 

Cleaning of the kitchen floor.   

Repair of the boiler.   

Improve the appearance of the bathroom in Chapel Hall (floor, toilet, and wall).   

 

Several other projects are in progress:   

Restoration of the outdoor lighting 

Replacement of most of the light bulbs with LED bulbs, which will be brighter, but use less 
electricity 

Replace the 2-prong outlets in the older parts of the building with 3-prong outlets. 

Re-configure the outdoor brick ramp from the parking lot to the entrance to Chapel Hall for 
safer wheelchair access.   

Add better handrails to the stairs coming up from the main entrance. 

Fix the problem of rainwater leakage into the kitchen and boiler room area.   

Cut some of the trees around the garage-shed. 

 

Other projects are in some stage of planning, or at least, "thinking about it".   

Install a ramp from the upper level to the lower level of Canterbury Hall 

Replace the east-facing windows in Chapel Hall.   

Improve the energy-efficiency of the boiler,  separate the hot-water supply from the boiler 

Deal with the problem of the garage-shed.  Cut down more trees?  Demolish and re-build?  
Provide more ventilation?  Suggestions welcome. 
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Stewardship Report 

Dave Terry 

 

The response to our annual stewardship campaign has been impressive. Thank you people of 

St Augustine’s for your wonderful generosity and prompt response.  Year after year you 

support our church and other ministries with great enthusiasm. 

Your gifts of financial resources are essential to our church.  However, equally important is the 

sharing of your skills and countless hours of time to support the ministry here at St. A’s.  Thank 

you! You are God’s hands and feet in this place.  

 Our fall stewardship campaign was initiated on October 26thth and formally concluded with our 

In Gathering celebration on November 23rd.  As of January 10, 2015 the fall stewardship drive 

resulted in 51 Operating pledges for 2015 totaling $102,106.  This is an average of $2,002 per 

pledge.  In addition twenty-eight pledges totaling $10,069 have been made in support of St. 

Augustine’s Capital Improvement’s Fund.  The average combined Operating and Capital 

pledge was $2,200. Of the Operating pledges made, six were new.  Three individuals who 

pledged last year have moved out of the area or are incapacitated and as of this date two other 

individuals have not yet renewed their pledges for 2015.  However, we are hopeful that they 

may yet make commitments. 

For comparison, last year, there were eventually 50 operating pledge commitments for 2014 

totaling $104,200, an average of $2,084. We are grateful that several people gave more than 

their operating pledge in 2014 resulting in $107,400 of actual payments for the year.  In 

addition, twenty-one pledges were made last year to the Capital Improvements Fund for 

$8,100 although actual payments were $500 shy of that mark..  

 I hope people will not be either intimidated or led by “averages” or a benchmark but will be 

guided by their own financial circumstances and how they wish to express their relationship to 

God through their giving.  We celebrate the fact that some people have made substantial 

pledges and that the average pledge at St. A’s is among the highest in the state.  However, 

every pledge or expression of financial commitment, regardless of amount is important and we 

are grateful for each and every one. 

Please note that in addition to donations to church operations and capital funds in 2014, St. A’s 

parishioners contributed $3,137 to be passed on for the benefit of people of in need.  Many 

parishioners also make outreach donations directly to RI Episcopal Charities and other 

charitable organizations. 
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Again, thank you for your support of our church and other ministries.  We may be a small 

church in terms of numbers, but we are big of heart and full of God’s spirit.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Terry, Stewardship Chairman 
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Outreach 

Marianna Richardson, Liaison 

 

URI Outreach 

Cross Currents 

David Dobbins 

 

Cross Currents is the continuation  of a longstanding conversation at the University of Rhode 

Island about the relationship between academia and spirituality.  The aim is to "affirm a vision 

of knowing and acting that is collegial, theologically informed, spiritually disciplined and morally 

engaged."   Its purpose is "to bring into critical dialogue persons searching to integrate their 

religious and intellectual commitments" in an interdisciplinary and interfaith context."  

 

Positioned to encourage a community of URI faculty, Cross Currents is open to students, 

academics from other institutions, and to the community at large.  The 2014/15 series has 

been designed by the Vicar, and is sponsored by the URI Chaplains Association and the 

Diocese of RI.  Each of the discussions is offered at the URI Multicultural Center’s Hardge 

forum.  This series has been advertised on the St. A’s website, by e-blasts from the Diocese of 

RI, through social media.  In 2014 the following presentations and discussions were offered: 

 

October 9th:  Mike Cerullo explored The Confluence of Academia and Spirituality 

November 6th: Christine Muller explored Spirituality and Climate Change 

December 4th: Bishop Knisely explored Scientific Thought and Religious Inquiry. 

 

These gatherings have become larger and more diverse each month, and we look forward to 

welcoming more faculty, students, staff and community members in the months to come. 
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Feed-A-Friend 

Carol Miro 

 

We are completing our second year of Feed a Friend, our monthly meal for students during the 

academic year.  The students help chose the menu  and the parish provides the meal and then 

we eat together in fellowship.  There were several highlight meals.  At the end of April,  

Meagan Kelly came down from ECC with some high school students and they all joined us for 

a hot dog and hamburger feast (With all dietary accommodations),  Kathie Gibson worked with 

the students to make Ice cream and even Bishop Knisely took a turn at the ice cream churn. In 

October we did a “sustainable meal” with locally sourced food and a sing-a- long! In November 

we did a Thanksgiving dinner and like Loaves and Fishes we had just enough food.  Our 

December FaF was just a couple of weeks later, so  we ordered in Pizza! The students wanted 

home cooked food and just like home, sometimes you order in pizza.  We had an on campus a 

Capella  student group come and entertain us. . We average between 40 to 80 students with 

about 30 parishioners attending.   Many students have commented on how welcome they feel 

at St. A’s, some saying they never thought they would feel welcome at a church! 

 

Rhody Outpost 

David Dobbins 

The Rhody Outpost Food Pantry was founded by two of our student members, Catie 

Chatowski and Eileen Holovac, to meet the needs of students at URI.  This initiative was a 

collaborative in its first year between the Jonnycake Center of Peacedale, St. Augustine’s, and 

with the administrative support of a URI-based AmeriCorps VISTA,  

Coordinator.  This year saw a transition in this initiative as the Rhody Outpost set its sights on 

becoming an independent student organization hosted by St. Augustine’s.  Katie Bessette, this 

year’s AmeriCorps VISTA coordinator, is supporting this transition.  We congratulate Catie, 

Eileen, and all those who joined them in making this vision a reality!   

 

Liturgy to Go 

Dave Dobbins 

St. A’s joined other parishes in offering “Ashes to Go” two years ago.  We attended a training 

session at Epiphany Church, Rumford,  and organized ourselves for this Ash Wednesday 
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event by deploying teams of clergy and parishioners to the URI campus and to the Amtrak 

train station at Kingston.  The impact of this simple and yet powerful offering to individuals 

compelled us to think creatively about how else we might reach out to URI students with 

“Liturgy to Go” at other times of the year.  This past year we offered “Ashes to Go” in 

collaboration with the Rev. Mary Hanson-Joyce and the people of the Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd, and we offered “Hot Cross Buns to Go” during Holy Week.   

 

Taize 

Mimi Barnes 

 

It is a loyal group of six folks who make up the team for Taize at St .A's. We meet to both plan 

and critique the services.  

There have been three Taize services since the start of the URI year, and they will continue 

each month on the fourth Sunday.   It was thought that because students suggested we offer 

Taize that they would attend. This has not happened yet, but we hope they will come. In the 

meantime, the services have been well received....usually about 20 folks attending. 

Having purchased Taize song books, we realize how important they are for the services. Effort 

has been made to invite the other churches in our community, and a few people have come. 

The team will continue to reach out. 

 

 

LGBTQ 

Annie Kosar 

 

During 2014, we cross advertised all events between St. A's and the LGBTQ Center. We 

collaborated on a successful Feed-A-Friend every month which we combined with our Eat N' 

Greet program through the LGBTQ Center. During Trans* Awareness Week in November, 

Feed-A-Friend was one of our publicized events and we provided the Centerpieces to make 

this event particularly special and festive. We hosted two Safe Zone Trainings at St. A's this 

Fall for anyone who was interested. Over 25 St. A's members have now been trained. We had 

many St. A's folks participate in our Big Events for the Fall Semester, including Big Gay Picnic 
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in September, Coming OUT Week in October, Trans* Awareness Week in November and 

World AIDS Day in December. In particular we had a lot of St. A's folks participate in the Big 

Gay Picnic Welcome Back event in September and at the Vigil during Trans* Awareness Week 

with Dr. Joy Ladin at Hillel. On World Aids Day we hosted a Memorial Service and Laying on of 

Hands with  the Venerable Janice Grinnell. Later on that day we hosted a viewing of the film A 

Normal Heart, which was donated by Carol Miro. I am anticipating that in the upcoming year, 

St. A's will offer some of the Advanced Safe Zone Tracks as well which include, Race & 

Ethnicity, Trans* Identities & Lives, Fluid & Non-Binary Identities, and Spirituality & Religion. 

 

URI Student Communications 

Anne Ravenscroft 

 

For the past 5 years e-mails have been sent to URI students from the group list that I have 

created and updated.  E-mail addresses are obtained from 2 sources.  First, at the beginning 

of the school year, the Campus Chaplains forward the religious preferences cards marked as 

“Episcopal”.  These students are sent a “Welcome” e-mail introducing St. Augustine’s to them 

and inviting them to our services and events.  Second, students visiting who leave us contact 

information on our Visitor’s Register are added to the group mailing and sent a Welcome e-

mail. 

About once a month an e-mail is sent out to the group listing upcoming events at St. A’s or 

those hosted by us on campus.  Students do not usually send a response to the e-mails. Given 

that we occasionally see a new student, and the success of Feed A Friend I feel these e-mails 

have been an important way to get our information out to the URI community. 

Thanks to Ann Hamm who will be taking over the student communications.  In the future we 

may be able to use other sources of social media, in addition to e-mail, to reach out to the 

students. 
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Community Outreach 

 

Episcopal Charities 

Nancy  Brown Cobb 

 

The goal set for St. A's by the Charities is $10,500. We have not quite reached that goal, but 

we have again done well with our donations! We have pledges for $9360. And it is never too 

late! It's always a good thought to give a donation to Charities as a Christmas gift, a birthday 

gift or as a memorial gift! It's important to say that the gift is from a person from St. Augustine's 

Church. 

  

Welcome House 

Jessica Wilson 

 

St. Augustine's provides a full meal to Welcome House, located at 8 North Road in Peace 

Dale, on the first weekend of every month. Our guideline is to provide enough to feed 25 

people. Welcome House is a human services organization offering emergency shelter, 

transitional housing, and a soup kitchen.  

The task each time is divided among 3 members, so that one brings main meal, one brings 

salad, and one brings dessert.  

This year we have had 10 members on the team. The schedule is made up for 15 months at a 

time, and each member has about 4 assigned dates. An effort is made to space each person's 

dates throughout the year. This is done by email so each member has all the others' email 

addresses. Members who cannot meet a particular date will contact another to switch dates, 

and the program runs smoothly.  

We have the option to provide either food we have prepared, or ingredients that the Welcome 

House staff will prepare in their own kitchen. Each team member delivers their own portion of 

the meal.  Welcome House will provide a receipt if you wish one.  

 

http://welcomehouseofsouthcounty.org/
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Currently serving on this team are Judi Betty, Ann Dunham, Ann Hamm, Jean Barry, Nancy 

Maynard, Marianna Richardson, Jane Dobbins, Carol Berggren, Mary Walsh, and Jessica 

Wilson. Many thanks to all!  

 

New team members are always welcome. To join in this endeavor, contact Jessica Wilson at 

789-1539 or jessicwn@hotmail.com. 

 

ECC 

Nancy Lee Hampton Beeley 

 

On June 7, 2014 I attended a Dinner/Auction/Fund Raiser for ECC that was held in the Barn 

and also in the Pavilion on the property (at ECC in Pascoag).  It was a wonderful occasion and 

I highly recommend it to others in 2015.  It is usually held the first Saturday night in June.  I will 

let the parish know when the date and place for the next ECC Fundraiser is announced. 

 

Green Team 

Kathie Gibson 

 

The year began with a renewal of St. A's membership in RI Interfaith Power and Light (RI IPL) 

supported by the Bishop's Committee.  As part of that process we updated our St. A's/RI IPL 

goals for the following year. 

St. A's participated in the IPL sponsored "Preach In" in February with a sermon by guest 

celebrant Fr. John Hall.  But it is noted that environmental stewardship themes were woven 

into many sermons given over the course of the year by Fr. David Dobbins and Deacon Jan 

Grinnell. 

Throughout the year our members took on the regular practices of carting recycling of all sorts, 

composting food waste and altar flowers, and minimizing the use of non-reusable items.  

Instead of a fall (2013) Sustainable Potluck Dinner, we rounded out the spring 2014 semester 

with a sustainable dessert (ice cream - locally sourced, cooked, and cranked through ice 

cream freezers) at our culminating Feed-a-Friend in April (Earth Month).  Students 

mailto:jessicwn@hotmail.com
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enthusiastically prepared this treat for other students, church members, our friends from ECC 

and Bishop Knisely. 

In August we secured a donation of more earth friendly take out packaging used for St. A's 

Chicken Barbecue. 

On September 21st some of us attended the People's Climate March in NYC sharing a day of 

peaceful, pointed messaging to our government and the world in preparation for the climate 

talks scheduled for Paris in the summer of 2015. 

After checking in with St. A's Feed-a-Friend planners and the students at the Sept. Feed-a-

Friend dinner, it was enthusiastically decided to have a sustainable Feed-a-Friend potluck in 

October.  Attendees at that event ate delicious local foods, decorated the brown paper 

coverings on the tables with sustainably themed art work reusing our collection of markers and 

crayons, and shared some songs written to familiar tunes that reflected some of the "doings" 

from the past year.  Everyone sang along.  

The year rounded out with a large shipment of "free" LED light bulbs from National Grid to 

replace virtually ALL of our lighting, both incandescent and CFL.  And, to the delight (and 

relief) of many, a new, quieter, more energy efficient freezer now occupies our church kitchen - 

Glory be!  These latter two efforts were precipitated at the church level, encouraged by the 

Green Team, but supported broadly by our church, a fact which underscores the "green 

streaming" of environmental stewardship efforts at St. A's. 

The Green Team will continue to engage in and encourage sustainable practices at church, 

within families, and on a scale that ripples out into the widening community.  

 

Warm Shelter 

Jean Barry 

The WARM Shelter thanks St. Augustine's church for their continuous support of WARM and 

the homeless. As in the past, a team from St. A's participated in the annual Warm Shelter fund-

raiser Bowl-A-Thon. 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Zeke Olsen 
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There was no build in 2014, but we are committed to being involved in a build in 2015.  It is 

called FaithBuild 2015.  I will have more details in the spring. 

 

Office Administration 

Rev. David Dobbins, Liaison 

 

Communication 

Website, Facebook, and Calendar 

Ann Hamm 

Website 

The St. Augustine’s website was upgraded in 2014 to more accurately reflect the life and 

happenings of St A’s.   Our home page displays 6 rotating banners on current happenings 

while the menus lead to further information about life at St. A’s 

The stats below show the number of views since 1-11-2014: 

 

Facebook 

In addition to the website, we are updating our Facebook page more frequently, and link to it 

via our website:                                                
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Since posting the links to our videos of sermons on Facebook, the number of views has 

increased.   

We have 118 likes for our Facebook page.   

Calendar 

The church calendar is accessible from the St. A’s website: 
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While all activities at St. A’s should be entered on this calendar, there is work that is still to be 

done.  Better communication on activities to the office personnel would be an improvement. 
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Newsletter 

Carol Miro 

 

A weekly newsletter is written to keep the parishioners updated on coming events.  Most of the 

parish members receive this newsletter electronically, and the office team sends out copies to 

approximately 8 members weekly. 

 

Clerical Team 

Peg Rostrup 

 

The clerical team of 4 regular volunteers and a backup team of volunteers has been in 

existence since April 2014. During that time, we have cleaned and organized the file cabinets, 

supply cabinets, bookcase, and miscellaneous boxes and crates that had been stored in the 

office. We have also formulated and produced bulletins for the following services: Sunday 

mornings, Taize, Recovery Eucharist, and Funerals. We also sign for and distribute packages. 

We also perform regular clerical duties: typing, sorting mail, answering emails, 

correspondence, answering phone calls, maintaining both paper and google 

calendars, preparing letters, cleaning bulletin boards, mailings to shut-ins, and aiding the 

treasurer in counting money and maintaining financial records.  

 

After Service Collection 

Dick Hathaway 

The handling of Sunday plate collections became more organized this year when a team of 

volunteers was established to take pledge envelopes, cash and other offerings from the 

collection plates, record what was collected, and put everything into safekeeping until all is 

counted during the week and deposited in our bank.  Many thanks to those who offered their 

services and did an excellent job: Carol Berggren, Nancy Brown, Nancy Gavitt, Dwight Giles, 

Ann Hamm, Roy Heaton, David Terry, Mary Walsh and Jessica Wilson.   
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Fund Raising 

Treasurer, Liaison 

 

Yard Sale 

Judi Betty 

 

Another successful yard sale was held at St. A’s last June netting a profit of $1661.00 to date 

(12/9/14).  Many volunteer hands from the parish helped to make it a success, as well as good 

donations from all!  Some of the higher quality items that were not sold were brought to 

Consignments, Ltd in Wakefield for sale; profits from these items continue to come in.  Nancy 

Brown Cobb and I are planning another yard sale in the spring, so please remember us when 

you are cleaning out!  

 

Clucky- Chicken Barbecue  

Rob Ravenscroft 

 

The Chicken Barbecue returned for its 8th edition on Saturday, August 2. The barbecue was 

once again scheduled to coincide with Leap Fest, which unfortunately was postponed due to 

rainy and windy weather. While pre-sales of tickets to the parish were down significantly, the 

rain did not dampen the walk-in sales. Over $700 was raised for the church. 

The menu choices were a chicken dinner or a half chicken. The dinner included a half chicken, 

a choice of two sides, chips, roll and butter, choice of beverage, and a homemade 

snickerdoodle cookie. Belmont Market provided the chickens at cost. Side dish choices were 

applesauce, corn on the cob, homemade coleslaw, homemade macaroni and cheese, and 

homemade baked beans. Sides and beverages were also available à la carte.  

Initial pre-sales of 85 were low, less than half or previous years. Only 230 half chickens were 

ordered, with a walk-in sales goal of 140. Despite the weather, 125 of the 140 were sold. 

Twenty unsold half chickens were donated to Welcome House, some were used at a church 

potluck, and the remainder went into the freezer. 

A strong effort was made to publicize the barbecue. Lawn signs were placed around town up 

to two weeks before the event. Publicity items appeared in the local papers, social media sites, 
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and the Providence Journal food column. On the day of the event, large signs with direction 

and mileage information were placed at key locations on Route 138, Route 110, and Route 2. 

A large sign was placed on the end of Lower College Road at Route 138.  

An event of this size cannot run itself. At least 28 volunteers were needed to pull it off. A big 

thank you to Carol Miro, Nancy Brown, Anne Ravenscroft, Judi Betty, Dick Hathaway, Zeke 

Olsen, Dwight Giles, David Masse, Mimi Barnes, Ann Hamm, Nancy Gavitt, Hiroko Shimizu, 

Marianna Richardson, Bob Richardson, David Terry, Jane Dobbins, David Dobbins, Jan 

Grinnell, Nancy Beeley, Jessica Wilson, Doug Wilson, Patty Steere, Carol Berggren, Roy 

Heaton, Mary Walsh, Carol Brown, Michaela Jacobs, Clucky the Chicken and any volunteers 

that we have overlooked. 

Our hard working grill team deserves a special mention. Many of them were manning 

the grills for several hours in the rain. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rob Ravenscroft 

 

Grants 

David Dobbins 

 

This year we submitted a number of grant requests that resulted in new or renewed support of 

our work and ministry: 

The Congregational Development Commission gave us a $15,000 grant to support the renewal 

of our ministry to the URI campus.  The grant is for a 12 month period: June 2014-May 2015. 

This grant helps to underwrite the Vicar’s compensation in allocating time to campus ministry, 

provides for supplies, and will also underwrite the stipend offered a student intern who will 

work with our office volunteers to enhance communication to and with the URI campus. 

The Finance Commission of the Diocese of Rhode Island, with the support of Diocesan 

Council, approved our grant application of $10,000 to help improve access to our building for 

those with mobility disabilities.  This will participate in providing for exterior and interior ramps 

that are being designed by volunteer Patty Steere (a licensed engineer) to meet the 

specifications of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
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The Susan Hudson Fund of the Episcopal Charities Fund of Rhode Island gave us a $5,500 

grant in support of our feeding ministries (“Feed a Friend”, Rhody Outpost, and Community 

Senior lunches).  With this grant we bought new tables and chairs for Canterbury hall, and a 

new commercial freezer for the kitchen. 

In addition The Episcopal Diocese of RI budgeted $10,000 for fiscal year 2015 to support 

campus ministry through St. Augustine’s.  This money is being made available to us at the 

beginning of the year, and will help underwrite the Vicar’s compensation, and other campus 

ministry expenses. 

 

Craft Fair 

Carol Miro 

 

We held our first major Christmas Fair in many years this December, with over half the 

parish actively participating!!  We sold handmade crafts, wreaths, and baked goods, as 

well as donated “Christmas Yard Sale” items.  In addition, we had seven vendor tables.  

So far we have netted almost $2,500!  We are already talking about next year. 

 

Hospitality 

Amy Tully, Liaison 

Hospitality 

Judi Betty 

 

Our committee of 9 has had a busy year, starting with the annual Valentine cookie project, and 
finishing the year with the (now) annual quick bread project.  A soup and bread Lenten 
luncheon was provided by Hospitality committee members last March, we sponsored a game 
night in April and a spring container planting event in May to beautify the church grounds for 
summer.  This fall we organized receptions for a funeral and a memorial service.  Planning has 
begun for this year and we’re hoping for some new members.  Amy Tully also takes 
responsibility for the weekly coffee hour and she especially wants to thank those of you who 
stay to clean up every Sunday.   
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Senior Lunch 2014 

Rob Ravenscroft 

Senior Lunch had a successful seventh year. “Seniors, near seniors, and friends of seniors” 

gathered monthly for food and fellowship. The lunches have proven to be a popular event for 

the seniors of our parish as well as friends of the parish. Many of our seniors are long-time 

members of the church who have given much time and effort to the life of the church. The 

lunches are a rewarding way to give something back to this group of people who have done so 

much for St. A’s. 

Here is the attendance for the nine lunches held in 2014. 

January  20    February 11 

March    8    April   13 

June     7   July   13 

October    8   November   9 

December  11 

Many thanks are due to all of those who have helped out in some way at the Senior Lunches. 

Anne Ravenscroft, Jane Dobbins, Dick Hathaway Mimi Barnes and Carol Tessman helped 

with food preparation and service at many of the lunches. Diana Norton Jackson and Leland 

Jackson did the cleanup and dish washing at most of the lunches. Many guests have pitched 

in to help with preparation, set-up, or clean-up. 

More volunteers are needed to help with this important ministry. Preparing a meal or part of a 

meal, or even an hour of help at the lunch, would be greatly appreciated. Plus you get to enjoy 

lunch with a great group of people. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rob Ravenscroft 
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St A's Book Club 

Mary Walsh 

 

It's been a good year for the St A's Book Club, which has been meeting for 22 years, since 

January, 1992.  In 2014, we met on the first Wednesday of every month except December. We 

read lots of good books, including: The End of Life Book Club by W. Schwalbe; God's Hotel by 

V. Sweet; I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by M. Angelou; The Husband's Secret by L. 

Moriarty; Still Life by L. Penny; People of the Book by G. Brooks, and The Invention of Wings 

by Sue Monk Kidd. 

We typically meet for dinner and discussion at a different house each month.  In 2014, we 

were fortunate to have the function room at Peacedale Estates, where Marianna and Bob 

Richardson have an apartment, for several meetings.  It is a very comfortable room which is 

perfect for our get togethers and Marianna has very generously made the effort to reserve it 

each month, as well as helped the designated host with set up and clean up.  

We welcome anyone who wants to join us.  Reading the book is not required. 
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Worship 

Rev. W David Dobbins, Liaison 

Altar Guild 

Ann Dunham and Margaret Moone 

 

Before each service the sanctuary of St. Augustine's Church looks beautiful and ready for 

worship: candles glow, silver and brass are polished, linens clean and crisp, communion bread 

baked, liturgical hangings appropriate for the church season and flowers lovingly arranged. 

 This is all made possible because of the dedication and reliability of Alter Guild members Amy 

Tully, Nancy Beeley, Hiiroko Shimizu, Kathie Gibson, Margaret Moone, Karen May, Nancy 

Gavitt, Marg Hunt, Jane Dobbins, Anne Ravenscroft, Ann Dunham, Carol Berggren, Patty 

Steere, Mary Walsh, Jessica Wilson, and Nancy Brown who helps bake the communion bread. 

 We thank them all. 

Thank you also to all who contributed money for the memorial flowers which adorned the 

church during the Christmas and Easter seasons and to all who in many ways support the 

work of the Altar Guild. 

A special thank you to Margaret Moone who hosted a wonderful tea in October for our 

members.  Donning our best hats and gloves we sipped tea and ate cucumber sandwiches 

and other delicious treats while planning for the coming year. 

  

Readers/Chalicers 

Music 

Ed Seaholm 

 

I would like to thank everyone at St. Augustine for your continued support as we continue our 

journey together, exploring new musical styles in our hymns and in our liturgy.  It is my hope 

that you have enjoyed learning these as much as I have. 

I have been blessed with a wonderful group of singers to work with in the choir.  We have 

worked hard and have hopefully had some fun at the same time.  We welcomed Annie Kosar 

and Peg Rostrup as new members.   
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Unfortunately, we are reminded that we have no abiding city here on earth as Bruce Dunham 

and Huie Chang were called home by our Father in Heaven.   

I would like to thank Judi Betty, Ann Dunham, Carol Miro, Deb Savasta, Jan and David Terry, 

Jessica and Doug Wilson, Ann Hamm, Jane Dobbins and Carol Tessman for all their hard 

work and dedication over the past year.  I would also like to thank the Revs. David Dobbins, 

David Brown, Nancy Willis and John Hall for all their help as we worked together to plan our 

music and liturgy. 

All are welcome to share your thoughts and opinions with myself or Fr. Dobbins.  Our primary 

goal is to make our worship a more uplifting and meaningful experience for us all. 

I look forward to an even more exciting 2015 here at St. Augustine and hope that we can get 

even more people involved in the music program here at St. Augustine's. 

In Christ’s service and yours, 

Ed Seaholm 

 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator Carol Miro 

 

This team coordinates the needs of parishioners for prayers, meals, hospital visits, information 

and other needs, enlisting other parishioners as needed.   We also check on parishioners after 

local disasters.  We are on call for parishioner emergencies and can help when clergy is 

needed in a crisis by locating someone and provide support for the grieving through our 

prayers, support, activities and prayer shawls      I head the committee, but consider the entire 

parish as members of the committee and call on them when a need becomes known.    We 

send out birthday and anniversary cards to parishioners and friends.  We create the weekly 

Parish Newsletter so all are kept up to date with parish activities. The newsletter is sent out 

electronically, but hardcopies are snail-mailed to those without email access. Immediate emails 

are sent out when needed and because of this, parishioners know when someone needed 

prayers or a visit or help with a move, or in case of a death enabling us to be there for those in 

our church family. We also organize some parish activities such as trips to the Boston Flower 

Show and Waterfire.  The Gals on the Go is a loosely organized group for the single women of 

the parish 
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The coordinators for ministries are listed below.  

Prayers of the People (Sunday Service):  Nancy Hampton Beeley 

Prayer Chain-  Immediate public prayers     Carol Miro 

Daily Private Prayers   Deb Savasta (lead), Jan Terry and Jean Barry 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors   David Dobbins 

Birthday Cards   email (Jacquie Lawson)   and snail mail as needed  - Carolyn Davis 

   

Lay Eucharistic Visitor 

Nancy Lee Hampton Beeley 

The Lay Eucharistic Visitor is sent out by the Vicar to bring the Holy Eucharist to parishioners 

who are unable to get to church.  They have requested the Holy Eucharist at their home or in 

the hospital or in a Nursing facility.   

IF you or a loved one would like such a visit, please call The Reverend David Dobbins: 

860-459-5989. or email him: TheRevDobbins@gmail.com). Also: the St. A’s office #: 401-

783-2153. 

Leave the following information clearly and slowly: 

The name of the person requesting the visit and their location (with details)(very 

important to speak slowly).  Also leave a telephone number of the person calling. 

David will call either Ann Dunham or Nancy Lee Hampton Beeley, as we are the current  Lay 

Eucharistic Visitors.  We will call back and arrange a mutually convenient time to visit and bring 

the Holy Eucharist. 

This is and has been a loving pastoral ministry……and we invite you all to request the visit 

whenever there is a need. 

 

Recovery Eucharist 

Jan Grinnell 

 

mailto:TheRevDobbins@gmail.com
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St. Augustine’s ushered in a new liturgy in 2014.  There is now a monthly Recovery Eucharist 

being offered on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm.  This is designed to celebrate 

God’s gift of recovery for his people suffering from addiction.  It is open to all who are grateful 

for the Twelve Steps of AA.   Calling on the ancient Christian liturgical tradition, and using the 

Episcopal Book of Common Prayer and other resource material, we join together once a 

month to worship alongside others who are also on the road to recovery from any and all 

addictions, or are part of any program of recovery.  We also welcome friends and family who 

celebrate. 

The service began on October 14, 2014.  We have welcomed from 12 to 20 people in the 

services from October through December.  We host guest preachers and/or celebrants who 

are either in recovery, or are strong supporters of recovery.  Alcoholics Anonymous’ early roots 

and history were highly influenced by the Rev. Sam Shoemaker, an Episcopal Priest.  We 

invite all to come offer thanksgiving for the gift of recovery in your own life or the life of one you 

love.  Or just come and learn more about the spiritual foundation of recovery that has 

influenced spirituality throughout the world!  All are welcome! 

 

Feast Day Celebrations 

Anne Ravenscroft 

 

About 3 years ago St. Augustine’s began celebrating 6 of the less celebrated Feast Days of 

the Episcopal Church.  The idea came from Fr. David Brown who had done the celebrations in 

his former parishes and felt they were another way to “build discipleship”, in his words.  The 

celebrations have taken hold at St. A’s and anywhere from 10 – 15 participants come to the 

evenings. 

A pot luck supper begins at 6 pm followed by Eucharist at the table and discussion about the 

Feast day. There is always good food and good fellowship. Fr. Brown’s last Feast Day 

celebration with us was in August and we will miss his leadership of the evenings, meditations 

and hymn leading.  We are happy that Fr. Dobbins will be leading the Feast Day celebrations 

in the future. 

The Feast Days are celebrated on the Thursday closest to the actual day.  The Feast Days 

include: 

Feast of Epiphany 

Feast of the Ascension 
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Feast of the Transfiguration 

Feast of St. Michael and All Angels 

Feast of All Saints 

Come join us for our next Feast Day. 

 

Education 

 

Sunday School 

Nancy Willis 

 

In recent years Roy Heaton and Eric have led a discussion group for children, roughly ages 8 -

- 12, from 10 AM until The Peace.  This is an informal gathering that engages the children in 

reflecting on their life experience, current events, scripture, and the Christian tradition.  That is 

a tall order, but it is the essential Christian Education:  who is God in Jesus Christ, how does 

this understanding touch me, how does it shape my life? These and similar questions are the 

issues for a lifetime.  This autumn and winter Roy has been leading these discussions while 

Eric is on sabbatical 

This autumn at a diocesan meeting about small churches, David Dobbins learned that 

 parishes like ours benefit from providing a child-friendly space in the front of the church. 

 Children can see, hear, and participate, as they are able, with their parents nearby. On Oct. 

19 Fr. David and I arranged, at the front of the congregation seating, a couple small chairs and 

tables with a basket of picture books, coloring books, and crayons.  These materials are Bible 

and church oriented.  Parishioners should welcome families with small children and encourage 

them to use this resource.  After recovering from knee surgery, Sue DeVoe hopes to minister 

to young children.  We will have to see how the seeds we are planting germinate. 

On the lower level of the table at the back of the church, there are some materials suitable for 

older children.  Please encourage families with children to use these materials. 

 

Adult Ed 

Lenten Study 
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Books from the St. Augustine’s library were selected by Jan Terry and David Dobbins for use 

by parishioners for a Lenten Book Study group.  People were asked to select a book, read it, 

and share their thoughts and experiences with others in a discussion group.  Two times were 

offered to meet: Sunday mornings between services, and Thursday evenings with the option of 

bringing dinner to eat during the meeting. The groups fluctuated in attendance and met 

throughout the Lenten season. 

 

12 Step Study 

 

Jan Grinnell led a twelve week study group based on the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous 

with the focus being on how these steps relate to the Christian scriptures, tradition, and 

reason.  The group was open to St. Augustine parishioners and the public, with special 

invitations going to local AA groups.  There were several AA people who did attend the 

sessions.  The average attendance was between 10 – 20 people.  The input text for the study 

was In Response to the Steps, authored by Jan Grinnell. 

 

Exploring One’s Own Spirituality 

 
Beginning in January 2015, and continuing through Lent, all are welcome to join a discussion 
group at St. Augustine’s Church between services (9:00 until 9:50) on all Sundays except 
January 25, the date of our Annual Meeting.  Our primary reading material will center on “THE 
REBIRTHING OF GOD, Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings by John Philip Newell. 
 

 

Interfaith Peace and Justice Prayer, Breakfast and Discussion Group 

Jan Terry 

 

Open to all people, this group of about 25 people meets at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
every Tuesday morning at 7:30 a.m. beginning with a short service with Communion, led by 
one of several ordained Christian leaders.  Breakfast is then prepared by those present, and 
discussion of the liturgical Gospel for the upcoming Sunday is discussed as we share the 
meal.  Many attendees also share reports or concerns regarding peace and justice issues in 
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which they are involved.  Though all are invited to share in the Christian Eucharistic Meal, we 
have a diverse group in terms of our faith experience and practice.  We practice a discipline of 
respect for one another’s wisdom, and allow each individual the opportunity to participate. 

 

Building 

Roy Heaton, Liaison 

 

For Maintenance Team Report, see the Junior Warden’s report. 

 

Gardens and Landscaping 

Hiroko Shimizu 

 

Many thanks to Hiroko for all the lovely altar flower arrangements and for all she does to make 

our gardens lovely. 

 

Long Term Planning 

Patty Steere 

 

The outdoor brick path from the upper parking lot to the kitchen level is being re-graded to 

have a 1:12 slope in accordance with ADA requirements.  The plans and specifications have 

been prepared and we are ready to go out to bid with the project. 

At least three contractors will be asked for bids on the project.  We are currently deciding 

which contractors to invite to bid.  The project should be completed this spring. 

Future work for ADA accessibility to Canterbury Hall includes removal of the balconies and 

building an interior ramp from the stairs at the kitchen level to the lower hall level.   

 

Kitchen 2014 Report 

Rob Ravenscroft 
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Kitchen usage remained high in 2014. Senior Lunches are held monthly, the church celebrates 

several Feast Days of the Church with a pot luck supper and service, and monthly Feed-A-

Friend dinners are held for students from URI. 

Professional grade floor mats and new trash cans have been obtained. A new freezer was 

installed in December. New kitchen equipment including cutting boards, knives, serving 

utensils, large serving platters and serving bowls, and salt and pepper shakers have been 

purchased.  This new equipment will provide better support for St. Augustine’s food ministry, 

especially for the preparation and serving of large events such as the Feed-A-Friend dinners. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rob Ravenscroft 
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Financial Supplement 

 

This needs to be pg. FS1 

 

 


