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Opening Hymn Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy
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Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Celebrant
People

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia!

Taize Gloria

The Collect of the Day (Let us pray together)
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
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surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards
you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one god, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Lesson

Acts 17:22-31

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them
an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and
the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though
indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”
At the conclusion of the reading:
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 66: 7-16
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Bless our God, you peoples; *
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let the sound of praise be heard;
God holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the snare *
and laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what God has done for me.
I called out to God with my mouth, *
and high praise was on my tongue.
If I had found evil in my heart, *
God would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me *
and has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld steadfast love from me.
Second Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what
they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as
Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may
be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering
should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in
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the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently
in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that
is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God.

Celtic Alleluia sung when deacon stands to read the gospel

Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you O Christ.
The Holy Gospel John 14:15-21

Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you.
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in
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me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
At the conclusion of the Gospel:
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

The Rev. Beth Sherman

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Living Christ, you are risen from the dead! You are eternal life, stronger
than death. Open our eyes to see you as we ask for your merciful grace.
We pray for the Church, the Body of Christ, especially Michael, our
Presiding Bishop and Nicholas, our Bishop. In the Anglican Cycle of
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Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Korea. In the Diocesan Cycle
of Prayer, we pray for the people and clergy of The Church of the
Ascension/La Iglesia de la Ascension, Cranston and Ascension, Wakefield.

We joyfully celebrate your resurrection with our brothers and sisters around
the world. Imbue your people with a sense of your risen presence, today
and always. For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations of the earth, especially….... God of Creation, you
have given us a world of wondrous diversity. Open our eyes to see the
beauty of your cosmic weaving. Give us open hearts and the confidence to
invite all into the bond of your love, that in unity with you, we may bring
your reign of peace to all peoples. For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation and its leaders. God of Hope teach us the difference
between reaching down and reaching out. Guide the privileged few who
determine the destinies of the many. Lead us not only to share our
abundance, but also to enter with hope into the poverty of others with less.
We remember especially…..
For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

We pray for our community, especially for those in our Parish who have
birthdays: Haley Wilson, Nancy Gavitt, Stephen Brown, Becky Turmel,
Corey J. Trementozzi and the anniversary of Jennifer Gibson and Andrew
Nathan. Also, God, who came to earth as one of us, help us to see you in
each member of this community. Bless the many gifts of our members and
keep before us the image of Servant Jesus, that in him we remain ready to
serve one another and those whom you continue to bring into our midst.
For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer and struggle, especially . . .
God of Compassion open our hearts to bind wounds and heal. Bless each
person who asks for our prayers. Be present, through your people, to all
who need your comfort. For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
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We pray for all who have died, especially . . . that your will for them may be
fulfilled. God who loved us from before our birth and who loves us beyond
the grave, we remember those who have died in the hope of the
resurrection. And we remember those who mourn, that they may be assured
of that same hope. For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

We pray that our risen life include greater care of the creation you have
entrusted to us. Help us to be champions for this fragile planet. We
remember especially……For this we pray,

Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Let us pray together,

All:
Lord make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair,
hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love, for it is in
giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned and it
is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Collects

The Rev. Beth Sherman

Celebrant Summing all of our prayers, let us pray the prayer Jesus
taught us, saying
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Easter Blessing
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Closing Hymn
1

I want to walk as a child of the light
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I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
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I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.
Refrain

3

I’m looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

Deacon

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia
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