Pentecost 7, July 19, 2020
Prelude
Opening Acclamation
Blessed be the one holy and living God
Glory to God, forever and ever
A Song of Praise (together) Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night. You established the moon
and the sun. You fixed all the boundaries of the earth. You made both summer and winter. O God, we
praise you.
Collect of the Day (together)
O God of Jacob, you speak the light of day and in the dark of night when our sleeping is filled with
dreams of heaven and earth. May Jacob’s vision remind us to be open and watchful, ready to discover
your presence in our midst. Amen.
First Lesson: Genesis 28:10-19a
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in
that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven;
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I
am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give
to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall
be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” And
he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his
head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.
Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23
1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? *
where can I flee from your presence?

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
9 Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.
10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,"
11 Darkness is not dark to you
the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.
22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *
try me and know my restless thoughts.
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.
Second Lesson: Romans 8:12-25
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it
is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about
to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.
The Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn. Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the

weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be
at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”
The Sermon
The Rev. Beth Sherman
The Nicene Creed (The people stand as they are able.)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and became human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (The people stand as they are able.)
Reader:
Let us be filled with the Holy Spirit and pray for the common good of the whole human family. In
the pause after each bidding, add your own prayers either silently or aloud.
For the church: We pray for the Church, the Body of Christ, especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop and
Nicholas, our Bishop; We pray for the Church, the Body of Christ, especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop and
Nicholas, our Bishop; for the people of God, gathered from every nation under heaven; may we proclaim in every
language, the dawning of a new age. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Episcopal Church in the
Philippines Church of Papua New Guinea. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the people and clergy of
St. James’, North Providence and St. James’,Woonsocket.
Reader:
People:

For this we pray.
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.

For the world: for the United Nations and for all dedicated to world peace; may the Spirit’s call put an end to
division and gather us as one. We remember especially…..
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For creation: that each person may have a reverence for the earth, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and share the abundance of this earth with generosity and integrity. We remember especially…..
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For those oppressed, afflicted or in need: that we may seek out those who feel unloved or neglected, the prisoner

and the stranger, with welcome and care. We remember also those in need of prayer and healing, especially
_____________
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For the needs of the local community: for those whose labor is difficult, for those whose hearts are hurting, for
those who are bereaved and for those who have lost their way. For those who serve this community in a wide
variety of ministries especially….. May the spirit inspire all of us to place the gifts we have received at the service
of the common good.
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For those who have died: that they continue to rest in your love, and discover the joys of eternal life, remembering
today __________
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
We give thanks for all the blessings of this life, including those celebrating birthdays: Zeke Olsen, Leland Jackson,
Dr. Mary Lyster, Sarah Fisher, and Matt Hughes: and the anniversary of Matthew & Maria Van Brown.
Reader:
For this we pray.
People:
Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
All:
O God, who created all people in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of race
and cultures in this world. Enrich our live by ever widening circles of fellowship and show us your presence in
those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace The people stand as they are able.
Celebrant:
The peace of Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
The Eucharist
At the fraction:

Celebrant: God of promise, You have prepared a banquet for us.
Response: Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in
your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate
of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we
whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all
your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; in Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.
The Blessing
Dismissal response: Thanks be to God.

