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Opening Hymn

Rock of ages, cleft for me
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Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood
from thy wounded side that flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and power.
Should my tears for ever flow,
should my zeal no languor know,
all for sin could not atone:
thou must save, and thou alone;
in my hand no price I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling.
While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyelids close in death,
when I rise to worlds unknown
and behold thee on thy throne,
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.
Celebrant
People

Blessed be the one holy and living God.
Glory to God, forever and ever.

The Collect of the Day (Let us pray together)
Holy One of Israel, covenant-keeper, you restore what is lost, heal what is
wounded, and gather in those who have been rejected. Give us the faith to
speak as steadfastly as did the Canaanite woman, that the outcast may be
welcomed and all people may be blessed. Amen.
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First Lesson: Genesis 45:1-15
Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him,
and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it.
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for
you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him,
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come
down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children,
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide
for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see
that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how
greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and
bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s
neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with
him.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
People:
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 133
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there has God ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.
Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their
disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

At the conclusion of the reading:
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you O Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28
Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what
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comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached
and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when
they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will
fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then
he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the
sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And
her daughter was healed instantly.
At the conclusion of the Gospel:
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
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made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Reader: Let us be filled with the Holy Spirit and pray for the common good
of the whole human family. In the pause after each bidding, add your own prayers
either silently or aloud.
For the church: We pray for the Church, the Body of Christ, especially
Michael, our Presiding Bishop and Nicholas, our Bishop; for the people of
God, gathered from every nation under heaven; may we proclaim in every
language, the dawning of a new age. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we
pray for the Scottish Episcopal Church. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer,
we pray for the retired clergy of the Diocese.
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For the world: for the United Nations and for all dedicated to world peace;
may the Spirit’s call put an end to division and gather us as one. We
remember especially…..
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For creation: that each person may have a reverence for the earth, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and share the
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abundance of this earth with generosity and integrity. We remember
especially…..
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For those oppressed, afflicted or in need: that we may seek out those who
feel unloved or neglected, the prisoner and the stranger, with welcome and
care. We remember also those in need of prayer and healing, especially
_____________
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For the needs of the local community: for those whose labor is difficult, for
those whose hearts are hurting, for those who are bereaved and for those
who have lost their way. For those who serve this community in a wide
variety of ministries especially….. May the spirit inspire all of us to place the
gifts we have received at the service of the common good.
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
For those who have died: that they continue to rest in your love, and
discover the joys of eternal life, remembering today __________
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
We give thanks for all the blessings of this life, including those celebrating
birthdays this week: Tessa Miro, Marianna Richardson, Bonnie Sardinha,
Phyllis Seelen, Anne Ravenscroft, Carl Roberts and Jonathan Brown.
Reader: For this we pray.
People: Holy Spirit, guide our prayer.
All:
Lord make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair,
hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love, for it is in
giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned and it
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is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Celebrant
Summing all of our prayers, let us pray the prayer
Jesus taught us, saying
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn Come, thou fount of every blessing
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Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace!
Streams of mercy never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it,
mount of God’s unchanging love.
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Here I find my greatest treasure;
hither, by thy help, I’ve come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
8

686

here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above.
Deacon

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia
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