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O come, all ye faithful    83 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come, and behold him, 
 born the King of angels; 
  
 Refrain  O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
  
2 God from God, 
 Light from Light eternal, 
 lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
 only-begotten 
 Son of God the Father; 
  
 Refrain 
  
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God, 
 glory in the highest; 
  
 Refrain 
  
4 See how the shepherds, 
 summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
 we too will thither 
 bend our joyful footsteps; 
  
 Refrain 
  
5 Child, for us sinners 
 poor and in the manger, 
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 we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
 who would not love thee, 
 loving us so dearly? 
  
 Refrain 
  
6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing; 
  
 Refrain 

 

Luke 2:1-20 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David,  to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”[d] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2:1-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24979d
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When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 

Hymn  While shepherds kept their watch  99 

Refrain  Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain, 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. 

 
Refrain 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

 
Refrain 

 
Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessèd Christmas morn. 

 
Refrain 
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Hymn  Away in a manger  101 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

Hymn  Silent Night      111 

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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Collect (together) 

 

God of every creature, whose Son was born for all the world; we praise you for 

the shepherds, who lived between the earth and sky who, with animals and 

angels, greeted the Word made flesh; may we share their urgency to meet the 

promised child with wonder and with joy; through Jesus Christ, who binds all 

things together.  Amen. 

 

Hymn Joy to the world! The Lord is come  100 

 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
 let earth receive her King; 
 let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing. 
  
2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 
 let us our songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
 repeat the sounding joy. 
  
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found. 
  
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness, 
 and wonders of his love. 

 
Blessing and dismissal 
 

A special thanks to Diana Norton-Jackson, our organist this evening. 
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