Welcome to St. Augustine’s
The Episcopal Center at URI
A House of Prayer for all People in the Episcopal Tradition.

Lent 4
St. Augustine's Church
March 14, 2021

Opening Hymn

Christ for the world we sing!

1 Christ for the world we sing!
The world to Christ we bring
with loving zeal;
the poor, and them that mourn,
the faint and overborne,
sin-sick and sorrow-worn,
whom Christ doth heal.
2 Christ for the world we sing!
The world to Christ we bring
with fervent prayer;
the wayward and the lost,
by restless passions tossed,
redeemed at countless cost
from dark despair.
3 Christ for the world we sing!
The world to Christ we bring
with one accord;
with us the work to share,
with us reproach to dare,
with us the cross to bear,
for Christ our Lord.
4 Christ for the world we sing!
The world to Christ we bring
with joyful song;
the new-born souls, whose days,
reclaimed from error’s ways,
inspired with hope and praise,
to Christ belong.
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Celebrant
Blessed be the God of our salvation.
People
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.
Celebrant
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”
Confession of Sin
Deacon
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned
against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only in your will.
Amen.
Celebrant Loving God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Kyrie eleison
Christe eleison
Kyrie eleison

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

May God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together.

The Collect of the Day
God of the hungry, make us hunger and thirst for the right, till our
thirst for justice has been satisfied and hunger has gone from the
earth. Amen.

First Lesson Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on
the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.”
Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and
against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.”
So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who
is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live
Reader:
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1

We give you thanks, O God, for you are good; *
your mercy endures for ever.
2 Let all those whom you have redeemed proclaim *
that you redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 You gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west, from
the north and from the south.
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
were afflicted because of their sins.
18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death’s door.
19 Then they cried to you in their trouble, *

and you delivered them from their distress.
20 You sent forth your word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.
21 Let them give thanks to you for your mercy *
and the wonders you do for your children.
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of your acts with shouts of joy
Second Lesson Ephesians 2:1-10
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once
lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of
our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.

Deacon

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John
Glory to you O Christ.

People

The Holy Gospel John 3:14-21
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do
not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed
in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that
the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
Lenten Prayers of the People
We invite you to add your intercessions either silently or aloud at each bidding.

For the strength of God’s loving kindness and the joy of
community, we raise our voices in thanks and praise, giving thanks
especially for…….For this we pray.
Grant us grace and courage to be people of action.
We pray for the Church, that it may fulfill its role as an
instrument of peace and justice. We ask that you guide your
people into compassion, steadfastness, and hope. We pray
especially for the Church, the Body of Christ, especially Michael,
our Presiding Bishop and Nicholas, our Bishop; for the people
of God, gathered from every nation under heaven; may we
proclaim in every language, the dawning of a new age. In the
Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Iglesia Anglicana de
Chile. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Episcopal
Charities and the ministries and agencies the fund supports..…
and for all who witness to your presence in the world. …..For
this we pray
Grant us grace and courage to live faithfully.
We live in a world of abundance, where too many go hungry; in a
world of possibilities where too many live in despair; and in a world
where we often fail to challenge the violence that surrounds us.
Help us to right the sin of racism, and to build a just society for all
people. We remember especially…. For this we pray
Grant us grace and courage to support one another.
We pray for the afflicted and those whose burdens are heavy,
especially….We pray that they may find comfort and healing… For
this we pray
Grant us grace and courage to comfort those in need
We pray for all who have died that they may continue to rest in
God’s love. We pray for...and for those whose lives are taken daily
in the violence of war…. For this we pray
Grant us grace and courage to grieve and remember.

We thank you for the beauty of creation. Give us a reverence for
the Earth that we may preserve and use its resources wisely, passing
them on from generation to generation….. For this we pray
Grant us grace and courage to build a more loving and
sustainable world.
We also thank you, O God, for the people in our lives and we
remember those with birthdays this week: Jennifer Gibson, Lisa
Frace, Emma Brown, Matthew Brown, Jean Marcelin, Jill Gavitt
and Kyle DeVoe…. For this we pray
Grant that we may serve Christ in all people, loving one
another as you love us.
(Together) Gracious and merciful God, your image within us
bears witness to your abiding love. You call to us throughout
history in the voices of prophets, poets and mystics. May our
lives be sources of healing, hope and transformation in your
cherished world. Amen
Collects

The Vicar

And now, as Jesus has taught us, we pray,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

God of grace and God of glory

1 God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
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crown thine ancient Church’s story;
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour.
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise:
grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days.
4 Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore.
Blessing
“Grant, most merciful God, to your faithful people,

pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all
their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind: Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.”
Announcements
Special envelopes/offerings for fuel are very welcome.
Dismissal
Dismissal response: Thanks be to God.

St. Augustine’s Church
The Episcopal Center at The University of Rhode Island
15 Lower College Road, Kingston, RI 02881
401-783-2153
E-mail: staugustinesadmin@necoxmail.com
Website: www.staugustineuri.org
The Rt. Rev. W. Nicholas Knisely, Bishop
The Diocese of Rhode Island
Bishop’s Committee
Carolyn Davis, Vicki Escalera, Dwight Giles
Roy Heaton, Annie Kammerer, Jacqui Kelley,
Annette LaRosa, Margaret Rostrup,
Patricia Steere, Richard Youngken

Staff
The Rev. Beth Sherman, Vicar and Chaplain
The Rev. Rob P. Izzi, Deacon
Mr. Rod Luther, Director of Music
Ms. Cheryl Petrosinelli, Parish Administrator
The Rev. Susan R. Stiles, Priest Associate
The Rev. L. Gail Wheelock, Deacon

11

