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Lord of the misfit, whose profits came like weeds to an ordered garden, shaking
all that deadens your love: give us faith in your kingdom’s growth, unruly and
exuberant and let it be a shelter wide enough for all; through Jesus Christ, our
teacher. Amen.
First Lesson Samuel 15:34-16:13
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.
Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved
over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The
LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the
LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed
is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the
LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him;
for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
Psalm 20
May the Most High answer you in the day of trouble, *
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;
2 Send you help from the holy place *
and strengthen you out of Zion;
3 Remember all your offerings *
and accept your burnt sacrifice;
4 Grant you your heart’s desire *
and prosper all your plans.
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5 We will shout for joy at your victory

and triumph in the Name of our God; *
may the Most High grant all your requests.
6 Now I know that God gives victory to the anointed one; *
out of the holy heaven God will answer,
with a strong and victorious right hand.
7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *
but we will call upon the Name of our God.
8 They collapse and fall down, *
but we will arise and stand upright.
9 O God, give victory to our sovereign, *
and answer us when we call.
Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I
believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will
bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that
grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the
glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what
can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know that if
the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The Gospel Mark 3:20-35
The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even eat.
When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He
has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said,
“He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” And he
called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. “Truly I tell you, people will
be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” Then his mother and his
brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was
sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother
and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”
For this week’s prayers……..
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of Nigeria. In the
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Commission on Ministry and all who
walk with those discerning the ministries to which God calls them. In our Parish,
we give thanks for the following birthdays: Mark Bell, Kyle Anderson, Ryan
Mycroft and Joshua Brown; and the anniversaries of Elizabeth & Nicholas Boucher
and Mary Beth (Heaton) & Peter Van Siclen.

